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A. Personal Statement

My overarching research goal is to study activity and participation for children with cerebral palsy with a concentration on the biomechanics of physical activities such as walking and running.  My background and dissertation research have been on gait analysis and foot biomechanics in children with and without cerebral palsy.  More recently, I was an investigator on a large multicenter study of the determinants of activity and participation in children and youth with cerebral palsy.  I merged that experience and my previous work in movement biomechanics resulting in a 3-year funded study on the biomechanics of running in children with cerebral palsy, which recently ended.  The biomechanical data generated by this study will help us to begin to answer questions as to how children with cerebral palsy run and what characteristics may be present that could potential cause stress and/or injury to the musculoskeletal system over time.

To date, his work has generated 2 doctoral dissertations, 2 DPT final projects and several national peer reviewed presentations. Preparation of manuscripts is in process.

Work in this area is projected to continue.
B.
Positions and Honors

Professional and Research Positions:

1991-Present
Faculty member, currently Associate Professor, Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA 
2011-2013
Interim Chair, Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA
2003-2006

Director, Doctor of Physical Therapy Program, Drexel University
2003-Present     Scientific Staff Member, Shriners Hospitals for Children, Philadelphia.
2005-2013
Member, Board of Directors, United Cerebral Palsy Association of Philadelphia & Vicinity

2013-present
President, Board of Directors, United Cerebral Palsy Association of Philadelphia & Vicinity

2010-2013
Co Chair Special Needs Committee, Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Southern New Jersey
Selected Professional Activities:
Associate Editor: PTNow, American Physical Therapy Association

Editorial Board Member: Physical & Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics

Manuscript reviewer:  Pediatric Physical Therapy, Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology, Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Pediatrics, Clinical Biomechanics
Associate Editor: Campbell, SK (Ed.), Palisano, RJ & Orlin MN (Assoc. Eds.) (2006). Physical Therapy for Children, Edition 3.  Philadelphia: WB Saunders (4th edition).

Honors:

2014


Fellow, American Physical Therapy Association
2012
Research Award, Section on Pediatrics, American Physical Therapy Association

2010
Anniversary Award, Section on Pediatrics, American Physical Therapy Association

1996
Awarded membership in the Alpha Eta Society, Hahnemann University Chapter
1990

Finalist in the American Physical Therapy Association Section on Pediatrics Thesis Award
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C.  Research Support
Completed Research Support
Orlin, MN (PI) 1/1/10 – 12/31/11

Agency:  Pediatric Section of the American Physical Therapy Association

Running Initiation in Children with Cerebral Palsy

Goal:  To fund student dissertation that will describe and validate a model of running initiation in children with and without cerebral palsy.

Role:  Primary investigator, doctoral research

Orlin, MN (PI) 7/1/07 – 12/31/10

 

Agency: Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation. 
Biomechanics of Running in Cerebral Palsy
Goal: Examine biomechanics of running children with cerebral palsy compared to children without cerebral palsy and compared to running.  To describe the running activities participated in by children with cerebral palsy. 

Role: Primary Investigator
Palisano, R (PI) 
Agency:  Shriners Hospitals Research Foundation 2003-2006

Children’s Activity and Participation Study

Goal:  Identify the determinants of intensity of activity and participation for children and youth with cerebral palsy

Role:  Co-investigator
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